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Weekends are extra special at Paseo 
Herencia Mall through the end of 

the year 


ORANJESTAD - Paseo 
Herencia Shopping Mall is 
celebrating the season with 
live entertainment both Fri¬ 


day and Saturday nights 
through the holidays, as well 
as a very special visitor,, 
Santa! 


In addition to their regu¬ 
larly scheduled free shows in 
the Plaza Padu every Monday 
and Thursday evening, they 
also now have local Steel Pan 
groups playing on Friday 
mglits ; beginning at 7:3 D PM 

Last Saturday, the young 
folklonc dancers of Curazon 
Venezu el an o, " Venezuel a 
Heart," delivered a delightful 
performance at 3:00 PM,, 
ending with the mall's regu¬ 
larly scheduled "Waltzing 
Waters." This coming Satur¬ 
day they will do an even 
more spectacular program for 
their end-of-year show 

Paseo Herencia has a 
number of charming venues, 
such as Iguana Cantina, for 
dining and wat clung the 
show simultaneously. The 
mall is festively decorated for 
the season, and the dozens of 
shops are offering a wealth of 
choices for holiday gift giv¬ 
ing for every member of the 
family. 

Above all, don’t fail to 
bring the little ones to meet 
and greet Santa, who is enjoy 
a bit o f rest and relaxation in 
Aruba before making his 
rounds on Christmas night. 

Continued on p g 5 




Canada let NSA spy 
on G20, G8 summits 


OTTAWA (AFP) - Canada al¬ 
lowed Americas National Se¬ 
curity Agency to spy on G20 
talks m Toronto in 2010 and 
at the GS summit days earlier, 
according to documents cited 
by public broadcaster CBC. 

The NSA briefing notes 
provided by Edward Snow¬ 
den, the former NSA contrac¬ 
tor who is now r a fugitive in 
Russia, reportedly detail a 
six-day spying operation run 
out of the US embassy in Ot¬ 
tawa. 

The documents say the 
monitoring — conducted 
whil e Am en can Pre si d ent 
Barack Obama and 25 other 
foreign heads of government 
met on Canadian soil in June 
2D 10 — was meant to "sup¬ 
port US policy goals." 

The G2Q summit in 
Taranto focused an how to 
rouse a global economic re¬ 
covery and prevent another 
financial crisis. One proposal 
included a global tax on 
banks, an idea strongly op¬ 


posed by both Washington 
and Ottawa, and which was 
eventually scratched. 

G3 leaders met in 
Huntsvill e, 220 kilom eters (137 
miles) north of Toronto, before 
the G20 meeting took place. 

The documents cited by 
the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation say the US spy¬ 
ing operation was "closely 
coordinated with the Cana- 
di an p artner, 11 th e C omnium - 
cations Security 

Establishment Canada. 

By law, the CSEC cannot 
target anyone in Canada 
without a warrant, and is pro¬ 
hibited by international 
agreement from getting the 
NSA or others to spy an its 
behalf m tins country. 

A CSEC spokeswoman 
told AFP that the agency 
"does not target Canadians 
anywhere or any person in 
Canada," nor ask out inter¬ 
national partners to act in a 
way that circumvents Cana¬ 
dian laws." 


SETAR a anuncia awe cu nan io ta ofreciendo e iPhone 5s, e smartphone 
mas "forward thinking" den mundo, y e iPhone 5c, e iPhone di mas coiorido, 
pa su clientenan entrante dia 13 di december 2013, 

Pa mas information riba iPhone, por fabor bishita: www.appie.com/iphone 
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Horn: 

8om - 70pm hh Svnday-Thursday 
8am - 3am Ish Friday 0 Saturday 
Phone number 580-3904 


NOW Serving 
Breakfast 
lunch an4 dinner 
seven days 
a week. 


All you can eat 
pancakes 


2Eggs&Toast 

H.99 


fe most 
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Across from Radisson Resort 
the "I RR Aruba sign" 


Unlimited 
Refills - $0.79 


y Burgers 
Burgers, Fries.. & More! 


CTO figures 
places Aruba as 
Top destination 
in the Caribbean 


[ 



Government will renew 
Aruba’s airport contract with 
Schiphol Group 


/iVeropuerto International 



Reina Beatrix 


Schiphol 


a-aptri 

Gimi|i 


ORANJESTAD - The gov¬ 
ernment had only p a si live re¬ 
ports for our tourism dining a 
recent press conference The 
Minister of Tourism Gtmar 
Oduber was very happy to 
share a continual increase in 
the different markets. 

Tourism far the period of 
January to October showed a 
5.3% increase, which was 
more tlian the T5%projected 
by the government and also 
the 6% projected by ATA 
(Aruba Tourism Authority) 

When comparing this with 
figures presented by the 
Caribbean Tourism Oiganiza- 
tion (CTO), Aruba is posi¬ 
tioned as the leader Df 
destinations in the Caribbean. 
Tins is relative to the number 
of visitors we receive, the 
market we promote and obvi¬ 
ously, what the product Arub a 
has to offer. 

Aruba even excelled with 
the number of US visitors, 
and competing with destina¬ 
tions such as the Bahamas, 
B arb ad o s, J am ai ca and others 


who have experienced a drop 
in tli ear are vats from the 
USA Aruba is even ahead of 
exclusive destinations like the 
Cayman Islands The strategy 
used by Aruba together with 
the ATA is definitely paying 
off, according to Minister 
Qdub er. 

With respect to the Euro¬ 
pean market we are seeing 
that there was no increase 
there. We need to work on 
making our destination much 
mare attractive for that mar¬ 
ket. But the Latin American 
market continues to grow 
The Venezuelan market is 
gradually moving ahead, with 
an increase Df S5% shown in 
the last months 

The more visitors we re¬ 
ceive, the mare they spend 
and contribute to our econ¬ 
omy The government is very 
pleased, overall, with the first 
10 months of the year. We 
have already way surpassed 
our growth expectations for 
the year 2013, according to 
Minister Oduber. 


ORANJESTAD - Last 
Wednesday Minister Oduber 
met with all departments 
under Ins watch. One of these 
was the Aruba Airport Au¬ 
thority (AAA). They dis¬ 
cussed the relationship they 
have with the Schiphol 
Group 

During lus recent busi¬ 
ness Snp to The Netherlands 
the Minister met with top ex¬ 
ecutives of the Schiphol 
Group. The conversations 
were relating to the contract 
renovation due this year in 
December. 

We dne s day's meeting was 
with the Board of Commis¬ 
sioners and Management of 
Aruba’s Airport. Nat only 
were the talks related to the 
contract renovation but also 
the loan plans for the airport’s 
new financing was discussed 
At the moment there is a 
short term loan for about 50 
million Gorins and after that 
plans are to create along term 
loan for approximately 7, 3 or 
1D years 

They also discussed plans 
up until 202D, to reach a 
larger passenger capacity at 
the airport. Today the airport 
has a capacity for 2.1 million 
passengers, but they must 
think about expanding to a 
capacity of 3 million passen¬ 
gers, which will require an 
investment There is cur¬ 
rently work in progress for 
the accommodation of two 
aircrafts and a new gate to 
meet the demand for Aruba 

The decision has been 
made to continue working 
with the Schiphol Group 


Tins means that the contract 
will be renewed 

The airport has seen a sig- 
iii fi c ant pro gre s s and p o sitive 
development under the lead¬ 
ership and management of 
the Schiphol Group They 
have demonstrated capability 
and expertise in the operation 
and management of the air¬ 
port 


The Minister indicated 
that we now have an airport, 
that is progressive with high 
perspectives for eventual fu¬ 
ture loans 

The Minister ls of the 
opinion that we must do the 
necessary studies for the next 
10 years so the airport can 
continue to grow and 
progress 
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Seafood Tempera, Shrink Cocktail Ahoy, 
Fried Catamariwitit Marrnara Sauce, 
Fruits of the Seven Seas, 

Escargot Bourguignort r Mushroom on a Deck, 
Pirates Treasure Soup 
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HOLIDAY PLATTER 
Holiday Bated ii.jrn, Auu Turkey sened 
with trafiCi'onur finarfCes, crandiaTy i.ruor, 
■nashint pi>c Jthfi known gravy, .green 
beans atmondine andItaPcd stuflir^g. 
Let the celebration Ifcgbit 

LAND AND SEA DELIGHT 

A duoofChickai Florentine &£n.Ued 
frpiih earth of rbe day Copped 1 with 
seafood nredfey 

STEAK LOVERS 

Beef Tenderloin with mushroom sauce, 
stuffed potato jindiuteeef vegetables 





Home made Holiday Dessert 
Coffee or Tea 


ALBERTOS FRESH CATCH 

Ftsh J la Metmlere serveef with wild rteio A 

Jidu i /A 1 11 o ndln it 

SEAFOOD TRIO 

r\ perfect tmThbuitlm sFdii in^ps scarppk 
grilled scallops and fried e.ii jrrur,‘ sensed 
with wild rice and fresh vegetable 

STUFFED PORKLGNN D’ANGELO 
ftoasted herb shifted parkloin saved with 
loaded pa to Co, fres fr v cg'rkabJ r and 
herbed brown gravy 

CHEF SPECIAL 

Chicken fhccata ■h/iifr spinach and topped 
ivrth jrftahoke sauce, served wild dee and 
green Jjtuns of/nord/rtc- 

CzLtWc &tmu 

(Kldt inritt o yean;)US$ 1 Q.- 
HONEY BAKED HAM AND ROAST TURKEY 
or CHICKEN NUGGETS 
w.'rih (halce oi french tries or loaded potato 
or CAPTAIN JOE *S FISH AND CHIPS 
include a DESSERT: 


FOR EE&EftWATIDNS PURSE OUi EDWIN AT 5 931*027 9* 586^0172 

csiccawerdniaj^rakw con? S 3 thuccaneeremha 
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TOTAL OF *1,500 IN 
CASH PRIZES! 


Friday, Novem bar 29, 2013 
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TUESDAY • 4PM 
FRIDAY * 5PM 
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$ 6 for 9 games includes the 
Powerball. Buy a stamp for $ 2 
to double your prizes. 
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Remaining longer in 
the workforce has 
its benefits 



Director of SVB Edwin Ja¬ 
cobs 


ORAMJESTAD - When the 
AOV fund was initiated back 
in I960, the objective was to 
ensure that our seniors re¬ 
ceived an income so as to 
avoid poverty among this 
group. However, the situation 
from the 60s has changed 
today. 

The gr adual sin ft in the 
demographics of the labor 
force is increasing the strain 
an our AOV system. The 
government is currently 
working with all stakeholders 
to come up with a solution 
that is socially acceptable and 
financially feasible. 

The AOV system is in 
trouble, simply because the 
situation today is so different 
from in the past, due to 
changes in the life style and 
n e w techno 1 a gi es. Ac cordin g 
to the director of the SVB,. 
Edwin Jacobs,. today’s 
Aruban can remain much 
longer in the workforce and 
that this is also beneficial in a 
certain sense. 

When the hind was cre¬ 
ated m I960, those receiving 
p ension were 6 5 years of age 
and the average age span was 
70 years. In 90's the age for 
pension was reduced to dD 
years and the pension was 


doubled Even so there was a 
reserve, but the situation on 
Aruba changed. Such as the 
recession of 2003 which 
pressed decreased the funds 
and decisions had to be made 
to guarantee the hind's future 

The Aruban popular on is 
living longer partially due to 
better life styles Women 
joined the labor force, fami¬ 
lies having children later in 
life and much smaller fami¬ 
lies, according to Jacobs 

A combination of these 
factors were the result of a 
deficit in 2007 and the re¬ 
serves had to be used. 

2013: If the necessary 
changes are not introduced 
quickly, by November 2014 
there will be no reserves. At 
that moment, by law; the gov¬ 
ernment would have to sup¬ 
plement the difference with 
almost 19 million Florins. 

The present facts indicate 
that the Aruban can continue 
in the labor farce beyond the 
age of GO, due to a better 
lifestyle and better medical 
care to prevent old age dis¬ 
eases. Tins also brings with it 
certain benefits. Far esample 
b ank la ans for longer p eno ds 
and with more beneficial 
drafts Tliere are currently a 
large number of 60 plussers 
in the workforce, according 
to Edwin Jacobs, and this 
group is not known to be on 
sick leave more than the 
youngers workers. 

What the changes will be 
said Jacobs, must be decided 
by the political leaders, the 
unions and other stakehold¬ 
ers. SVB has presented the 
government different, possi¬ 
ble scenarios from which 
they may choose. 


Hospital presents interesting 
symposium on child abuse 



□RANJESTAD -- Last week 
the Childrens Department at 
the Dr, Horacio E Oduber 
Hospital organized their an¬ 
nual symposium with a rather 
relevant theme. Experts on 
the care of children met to¬ 
gether to dialogue. 

Verom ca Venn sul en, Chil - 
drens Depailment head indi¬ 
cated that they have noted 
since last year that the num¬ 
ber of cases of child abuse has 
been increasing. This is why 
last year, immediately folio w- 
mg that symposium they de¬ 
cided that tins year the theme 
has to be child abuse 

They indicated in the sym¬ 
posium that 40% of the chil¬ 
dren that have been abused 
corns from parents who them¬ 
selves have been abused in 
the past. What is essential 
they said is to find a solution 
for child abuse and for the 
prevention of child abuse. 
Children should not have to 
live traumatized and with the 
pam of abuse, according to 
members of the symposium 
According to Venneuien, 
there must be more collabora¬ 
tion where different stake¬ 
holders should work together 
and come up with a plan to 
prevent child abuse and the 
care of children 

Dr. Clementien Vermont 
Pediatric of the Hospital finds 


that there is a 
lack of a cen¬ 
tral point in 
Arab a where 
these cases 
can be re¬ 
ported. There 
must also be 
more assis¬ 
tance from 
the justice 
department 
What we da 
have in Aruba is a lot of peo¬ 
ple who w T ant to help and are 
willing to get involved volun¬ 
tarily 

During the symposium not 
only did they discover that 
there must be more collab ora- 
ti on b etwe en stale eho 1 d ers, 
but other valuable informa¬ 
tion was learned as well. Far 
example, the process far im¬ 
proving the situation of child 
abuse on Aruba. There must 


be more information and 
changes in the law for the 
protection of the victims and 
for punishment of the perpe¬ 
trator Many times parents 
knock on the doors of institu¬ 
tions and find that nothing is 
being done, they get no help 

The plan now is to get a 
group together who can work 
on a plan together and present 
tins to the government They 
need a plan that would change 
the mentality and awereness 
in the community. One that 
would include more protec¬ 
tion for our children and that 
would avoid them having to 
live traumastised because of 
abuse. 

The Hospital is dedicated 
to continue informing and 
working together for our 
community and for the best 
possible care of their pa¬ 
tients. 
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Seafood 

14 Lb Fresh Fish USS 10.B5 AFIs. 19.00 

I Includes; 4-pc funehi. fri&d plantains trench fries, creek sauce & pickled onions) 

14 Lb Fresh Shrimps US$ 15.40 AFIs, 27,00 

(Includes: 2-pe funehi, fried plantains trench fries, teller sauce & pickled -onions) 

Calco "Conch" in Creole or garlic sauce US$ 2170 AFIs. 3100 

(Includes: Rice, coleslaw, french fries & fried plantain) 

Panfried Lobster 6 oz, US$ 20.00 AFIs, 3-5.00 

(Includes: Ric&, french fries & fried plantain) 

Special Plates 

Chicken Sate 

(Includes; french fries & peanut sauce] 

Fi llet M ignon 6 oz {Angus) US$18,30 Afl s, 32.1 

(Includes: Rice, coleslaw french fries & fried plantain) 


USS 10,85 AFIs. 19,00 



Extra side orders U$$ 34>G Afls- 5,00( 

(Rjpce, coleslaw, french fried plantain) \_ _ 

Ask for the Soup of fhe'Day 


Closed on Mondays 


Italiestraat # 50 Orange Plaza) 
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Happy Hannukah...Hanukkah,... Chanukkah... 
Channukah, eh, whatever 


By Rosalie Klein 


ORAKJESTAD - Not unlike 
rabbinic scholars arguing 
pi Ip ul (critical analysis and 
hairsplitting) m their ever-on¬ 
going interpretation and re- 
interpretalian of the Talmud, 
there are many ways to find 
this annual Jewish Festival of 
Lights is spelled. Take your 
pick, you will find any of 
them being used to name the 
holiday which began on 
Wedne s d ay ev emng. 3013 
marks the rare occasion when 
the actual first day of Han- 
nukah Channukah, (shall we 
keep covering all the bases'?) 
coincides with the popular 
American holiday of Thanks¬ 
giving-now dubbed by some 
" Thanksgivukkah " The last 
time that happened was 
around 135 years ago. Since 
tlie first two evenings of the 
Jewish holiday are consid¬ 



ered feast days, tins will cer¬ 
tainly make life easier for 
Jewish-Amen can mamas, as 
kitchen chores can kill two 
birds The holiday moves 
around on the Gregorian cal¬ 
endar because the first dav 

j 

falls on the 35th day of 
Kislev on the Hebrew calen¬ 
dar,, while Thanksgiving 
waits for the last Thursday of 
November. 3013 marks one 
of the earliest date on which 
Hannukah has ever fallen 
(Microsoft Word likes 
Hanukkah, but we feel we 
should give them all equal 
time.) 

Dne of the happier Jewish 
h oil day s, it will last for ei ght 
days and nights Each night 
Jewish families will light can¬ 
dles in the Hannukeah 
(Chanukkeah?) a special 
menorah diffenng from that 
used on the Sabbath, which 
holds seven candles Hie Han¬ 
nukeah holds nine candles, 
and the first, night requires two 
b e lit. Each day after, an addi¬ 
tional candle is lit until finally, 
an the last night, the men or all 
is filled. This commemorates 
the miracle in the Temple of 
Jerusalem, when the 
Macabees reclaimed it from 
the Greeks 

The story of Chanukkah 
begins m strife (as does 
nearly every story of a Jewish 
holiday. A commonly held 
description of most could be 
“We survived, now let's eat) 


Antiachus, a Greek who was 
king of Syria, marched with 
an army of soldiers into the 
kingdom of' Judea. He in¬ 
sisted that the Jews worship 
the Greek gods rather than 
their one. When they refused, 
the soldiers attacked the Tem¬ 
ple in Jerusalem, killing 
countless Jews 

The Temple of Jerusalem 
was looted of holy objects 
made of precious metals and 
jewels The Greeks broke the 
sacred menorah, which stood 
m front of the holy ark hold¬ 
ing the To rail, the sacred 
scrolls upon which the Penta¬ 
teuch, or Old Testament, is 
written and copied. 

The lamp's flame, which 
always burned bri ghtly, went 
out. Tins “Ner Tamid," the 
“Eternal Light” represents the 
spirit of Gad that accompa¬ 
nies Jews when they pray 
and should never he extin¬ 
guished The sham ash is a 
special person working in the 
Temple whose only duty was 
to keep that flame alive. Spe¬ 
cially made pure alive oil 
was the only kind that could 
be used. The soldiers dump ed 
the oil all over the floor. As a 
last insult, they let pigs roam 
m the Temple, as pork is for¬ 
bidden to those who observe 
the Jewish dietary laws 
The king forbid the Jews 
from worshiping their one 
God and said all Jewish men 
must shave their beards (a 
prohibition m the Torah) and 
wear the immodest clothing 
of the Greeks. One old man, 
Matisyahu, wanted to fight to 
take back the Temple. He 
went with his five sons into 
the wilderness, where other 
famili es j ained them 

The men began to fi ght the 
enemy anywhere and in any 
way they could History's 
first resistance guerilla fight¬ 
ers. Eventually Matisyahu 
became sick, and he named 
one of his sons, Judah the 



FuIJy furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day., week or month, excellent alternative for your next 

vacation in Aruba, 

BubaMi #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 1 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www aagakl-apartments com 
E-mall: susukici|JiinmvnL»rylli<JLrriiiil.corri 





Alexander the Great in the Sec on Temple by Sebastian 
Cone a 


Maccabee, as the leader of 
the fighting band. 

Far two years the Jews 
fought their enemy. The 
Greeks had war elephants, 
and one of Judah’s brothers, 
Ehahu, was crushed in a bat¬ 
tle Finally they recaptured 
Jerusalem, freeing their fel¬ 
low Jews. This is one of the 
miracles of Hanukkah. 

One o f the first tasks was 
to cleanse and re-dedicate 
die Temple. They restored the 
holy men or all, but found only 
enough pure olive oil (the 
only kind they could use with 
such a sacred instrument) to 
last one day. It would take 
eight days to make mo re Yet, 
1c and behold, the flames of 
the menorah did not die out 
as was expected, despite the 
small amount of oil on hand. 
The flame burned steadily for 


all eight days. With each 
passing day, the frames grew 
brighter. 

Thus began the tradition 
of the eight days of Chan¬ 
nukah. Candles are lit at sun¬ 
down for eight nights in a 
row. The extra candle is the 
shamash, or servant light, 
which is used to light the 
other eight candles. 

The traditional treats of 
the holiday are most impor¬ 
tantly latkes, or potato pan¬ 
cakes, fried in oil to 
remember the miracle of the 
oil m the Temple, and served 
with applesauce or sour 
cream Another very popular 
item, particularly in Israel, is 
sufgamyot, or jelly-filled 
doughnuts, a reminder of 
how sweet it is to practice 
one's faith unhindered and 
with o ut p ers ecuti a n 
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Maestro is on the look¬ 
out for friends and 
family members 


ORANJESTAD — Maestro is 
one of the donkeys that has 
found a home at the Aruba 
Donkey Sanctuary He was 
brought in together with his 
mother Bunny, sometime early 
m 2013, Shortly afterwards he 
got a baby brother Unfortu¬ 
nately Ins mother is very strict 
and he is not allowed to be tn 
the vicinity of the baby don¬ 
key That is understandable, as 
Amadeus is not pleased at all 
to play second violin. That is 
why In s mo til er i s ke epm g Inin 
away, for a jealous donkey 
may be very dangerous to a 
young animal 

Maestro is a lovely, quiet 
donkey with a blaze on Ins 
forehead 

Tins beautiful donkey has 
b een pro vide d with a chip, just 
like aU the other donkeys On 
the chip is information about 
die donkey and its medical his¬ 
tory. Th e d onk eys at the s an c - 
tuary have a lot of friends with 
whom they can play all day 
long. And they love living 
there: they are well-cared for, 
they are fed and watered and 
when they are sick the vet is 


called Yes, they are expensive 
customers for the sanctuary. 

Tire volunteers are trying to 
cover the various costs with all 
kinds of activities and die sale 
of great donkey memorabilia 
in the shop. Fortunately there 
are also visitors who wish to 
adopt a donkey, who buy 
something at the donkey shop 
or who make a donation Thus 
they help support us Everyone 
is welcome to visit the sanctu¬ 
ary. which has opening hours 
from 9 am until 4 pm and in 
the weekend from ID am until 
3 Entry is free of charge and 
one can enjoy a soft drink, a 
cup of coffee or a refreshing 
ice cream 

The volunteers of the sanc¬ 
tuary are hoping that some¬ 
body will adopt tins friendly, 
lovely donkey Of course the 
donkey will keep on living at 
die sanctuary; you only need to 
pay AWG. 30,— per month for 
the donkey's keep. With tins 
amount you help support the 
sanctuary as well as your own 
donkey. And you will receive a 
beautiful certificate and a 
super T-shirt and your name 
and photo will be posted on 
o ur web site So pi e as e c all the 
sanctuary at 593-2933. you 
can also register via the web¬ 
site www arub an donkey org or 
donate money on bank account 
numb er 40.0 3.0 2 5 at the Arub a 
Bank' Just do it! Would you 
like to follow the donkeys on 
Facebook: surf to Donkey 
Sanctuary Aruba please. 
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R r faRLY & ENJOY 
B HUGE SAVINGS 
for THE SEASON 

F °*W®S5KSBr 


BOSS 

HUGO BOBS 


Emmostraai 3, Plaza Margarita. Phone 588-5406 
Open Monday through Saturday 9:30am - 6:30pm 


Weekends are extra special at Paseo Herencia Mali .. 

Continued from pg 1 



Ail die toys are done, and he 
has given Ins elves and rein¬ 
deer a little down time while 
he enjoys a tropical vacation 
before the big night. He ap¬ 


preciates ho w hard they have 
all worked. However, he con¬ 
fided to Paseo Herencia exec¬ 
utive staff he is unable to stay 
away from their festive holi¬ 


day ambiance, and has agreed 
to stop by every Saturday 
evening from 7:00 to 5 00 
PM to chat with island chil¬ 
dren and pose for photo¬ 



graphs. He asks that all bring 
their young ones by for a 
visit 

Don't miss a lovely 
evening of dining and enter¬ 


tainment this weekend while 
doing your holiday shopping 
at Paseo Herencia in Palm 
Beach. 

By Rosalie Klein 
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Coca trade in spotlight as 
Colombia peace talks resume 


deal after US spying outcry 
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Brazil confirms satellite 


HAVANA (AFP) - The Colom¬ 
bian government and leftist 
FARC rebels resumed pea-:e 
talks Thursday amid differ¬ 
ences over coca cultivation, 
blamed by political leaders for 
drug-linked violence and 
killings. 

As the negotiations got 
under way m Cuba after a three 
week break, the delegation 
chief for the guerrillas ques¬ 
tioned the eradication of a 
plant hs said lias benefits for 
mankind. 

"If we agree that coca and 
cocaine are not the same tiling, 
it seems illogical that to put an 
end to drug trafficking we 


HONG KONG (AFP) - Eighty 
people were injured early Fri¬ 
day when a high-speed ferry 
travelling from Hong Kong to 
M acau In t an ' uni denti fi e d ob - 
jeer m the water, according to 
Hong Kong's marine depart¬ 
ment 

11 Information received from 
the Marine Department sug¬ 
gested that 30 people on the 
ferry were injured Among 
them four were classified as 
seriously injured," a 
spokesman for the Hong Kong 
government told AFP 

It comes just a month after 
Hong Kong marked the one 
year anniversary of a sea colli¬ 
sion which claimed 39 lives, 
the city's worst man time disas¬ 
ter for over 40 years 

Fnday's accident happened 
at around 1:20 am (1720 
GMT) near one of Hong 


should eradicate a plant that 
can be beneficial to humanity,“ 
Ivan Marquez said. 

"Tire coca leaf has been 
used for centuries to relieve 
hunger, thirst and fatigue, as a 
digestive aid and relaxant, and 
it has been proven by science 
to have nutritional and medic¬ 
inal properties," he added. 

Marquez is the second in 
command at the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC), which has been in 
talks with the government for 
more than a year, aiming to 
end their near 50-year conflict. 

Co nsi d ered Latin Amen c a's 
longest-running insurgency, it 


Kong's small outlying islands 
Hei Ling Chau, the spokesman 
said 

There were 105 passengers 
and 10 crewmembers aboard, 
with no reports that anybody 
was missing, he added. 

"There was suddenly aloud 
bang. The feny was thrown 
upwards Then many passen¬ 
gers were thrown out. from 
their seats," one passenger,, 
named as Mr Wong, was 
quoted as saying by Hong 
Kong's Apple Daily news web¬ 
site 

After the accident the ferry 
sailed back to Hong Kong Is¬ 
land's downtown Sheung Wan 
terminal where a dozen of am¬ 
bulances were waiting to tend 
to the injured, he said 

RTHK news website 
showed a passenger on a 
stretcher surrounded by emer- 


has left hundreds of thousands 
of dead and displaced more 
than 4.5 million p eople 

“Cocaine has become a 
harmful narcotic that poses se¬ 
rious problems for public 
healtli on a global level," Mar¬ 
quez said, adding that drug 
trafficking was "not an exclu¬ 
sively Colombian, but an inter¬ 
national problem." 

Cracking down on drug 
trafficking should "not come 
on the backs of the weakest el¬ 
ements, consumers and farm¬ 
ers, while the main 
beneficiaries are the financial 
empires around the world," he 
said 

The Colombian govern¬ 
ment delegation maintained its 
policy of declining to com¬ 
ment at the start of a new 
round of talks However, its 
chief said Wednesday that lie 
foresaw a coca-free future for 
Colombia. 

"We want agriculture with¬ 
out coca we want our fanners 
to permanently abandon tins 
cultivation that has brought 
nothing but violence, poverty 
and margm ah ty," fo rmer vi c e 
president Humberto delaCalle 
said before leaving for the 
Cuban capital, Havana 

Drug trafficking is the third 
of five agenda points for the 
peace talks 

Two partial agreements 
were reached m May and No¬ 
vember on two of the points -- 
rural development and the po¬ 
litical participation of the 
rebels after a potential peace 
deal. 

The FARC, Colombia's 
largest rebel group, has around 
7,000 to S,QQ0 fighters 


gency staff. A government 
spokesman said there were no 
fiirther details on passengers' 
injuries. 

La cal television footage ap¬ 
peared to show die ferry b emg 
towed back to the terminal. 

"We only know that it. 
sailed back but how it did so 
we are not sure,' a government 
spokesman said. 

The safety of Hong Kong's 
waters was called into question 
after the fatal October 1, 2012 
crash win ch saw the Lamma 
IV launch -- carrying more 
than 12D people -- collide with 
the high-speed Sea Smooth 
feny near Lamina Island 

The launch was carrying 
employees of die Hong Kong 
Electric utility and their family 
members and frrends to watch 
a fireworks display to cele¬ 
brate China's national day 


SAO PAULO (AFP) - Brazil's 
state-owned telecom provider 
Telebras signed a $5dC million 
contract to deliver a satellite 
for secure communications on 
Thursday, foil owing months of 
outrage over revelations of US 
cyber-spying. 

A statement said a joint 
venture between Telebras and 
Embraer would deliver the 
geo stationary satellite for 
strategic communications by 
late 2010. 

Embraer said the satellite 
would ensure Brazil's "sover¬ 
eignty over strategic commu¬ 
nications in both the civilian 
and military areas." 

Brasilia has been angered 
by reports of US electronic 
spying on Brazilian govern¬ 
ment communications, as well 
as phone call data and emails 
of nnllians of Brazilians 

Those disclosures, drawn 
fro m revel ati ans by U S mtelli - 
gence leaker Edward Snow¬ 
den, led Brazilian President. 
Dilma Rousseff to reprimand 
the United States at the UN 
General Assembly session in 
September and to scrap a 
planned state visit to Washing¬ 
ton 

Visiona Tecnolagia Espa- 
cial, a joint venture between 
Embraer and Telebras, will be 
responsible for integrating the 
Defense and Strategic Com¬ 
nium c ati o ns Geo stati o nary 
Satellite (SGDC) system, Em¬ 
braer said. 

‘Tire SGDC system not 
only will meet the needs of 
Telebras' National Broadband 
Program (PNBL) and the 


strategic communications of 
the Brazilian Armed Forces, 
but it is also an opportunity for 
Brazil to ensure the sover¬ 
eignty of its strategic commu¬ 
nications in both the civilian 
and military areas," said Tele¬ 
bras President Caio Bond ha 

The SGDC system involves 
the ministries of communica¬ 
tions, defense and science and 
Technology, an Embraer state¬ 
ment said. 

it said the satellite would be 
operated by Telebras on the 
civilian band and by the de¬ 
fense ministry on the military 
band. 

French-Italian firm Thales 
Alema Space (TAS) is to sup¬ 
ply the satellite while Euro¬ 
pean satellite launch company 
Arianespace is to launch it 

The suppliers are tD transfer 
technology to Br azi lian com¬ 
panies, a process that will be 
supervised by the Brazilian 
National Space Agency, Em¬ 
braer said. 

It stressed that the SGDC 
system will provide full secu¬ 
rity for the government's 
strategic communications and 
military communications as it 
"will be controled m Brazil at 
stations that are located in mil¬ 
itary areas, under the coordina¬ 
tion of Telebras and the 
defense ministry." 

"Satellites that currently 
provide services to Brazil are 
either contra led by stations 
outside of tiie country or the 
control is m the hands of com¬ 
panies run by foreign capital," 
Embraer said 
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Obama calls Saudi king alter Iran deal 

RIYADH (AFP) - US President Barack Obama called 
Saudi king Abdullah late Wednesday to discuss latest 
developments in the Middle East, a report said, days 
after world powers struck a nuclear deal with Iran 
The landmark accord, which would curb parts of Iran's 
nuclear programme in return for some relief from inter¬ 
national sanctions, has received only a cautious wel¬ 
come from Riyadh which fears Tehran's regional 
ambitions. 

Obama and the monarch discussed "bilateral links be¬ 
tween the two friendly countries, developments in the 
region, and issues of mutual interest, state news 
agency SPA said. 

Saudi-US ties have become strained over Riyadh's un¬ 
happiness with Washington's policies on Syria and Iran. 
Sunni-ruled Saudi Arabia has been locked in a 
decades-long rivalry with Shiite-dominated Iran. 

In reacting to Sunday's accord, the Saud government 
said it could mark the first step towards a comprehen¬ 
sive solution for Iran's nuclear programme, "if there are 
good intentions". 


80 people injured in Hong Kong high-speed 
ferry accident 
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80RAZJAN (AFP): A picture 
obtained from Iran's iSNA 
news agency shows Iranians 
gathering amid rubble in the 
Iranian western city of Bo- 
razjan yesterday after a 5.7 
magnitude earthquake 
struck the country. The 
quake's epicentre was near 
Borazjan, around €0 kilome¬ 
tres (35 miles) from Bushehr, 
where Iran has its Russian- 
built reactor. The 5.7 magni¬ 
tude earthquake on the Gulf 
coast near Iran’s sole nu¬ 
clear power plant killed 
seven people and injured 30 on Thursday, emergency response chief Hassan Gadami 
told state media, tran stands on several seismic fault lines. A massive quake in De¬ 
cember 2003 struck the southern city of Bam, killing 20,000 people and destroying its 
ancient mud-built citadel. 


Hernandez declared 
winner of disputed 
Honduras vote 


TEGUCIGALPA (AFP) - The 
ruling conservative party's 
candidate m Honduras' presi¬ 
dential election has won. the 
electoral tribunal said, but lie 
stopped short, of making it of¬ 
ficial. 

The leftist rival's camp in¬ 
sisted there was fraud and 
called street protests. 

Tire apparent winner, Juan 
Orlando Hernandez, is a law- 
and-order conservative who 
has promised a militarized pro¬ 
gram to improve public safety 
in the nation with the world's 
highest murder rate, which is 
also among the poorest in 
Latin America. 

Gangs run whole neighbor¬ 
hoods, extorting businesses as 
large as factories and as small 
as tortilla stands Drug call els 
use Honduras as a transfer 
point for shipping illegal 
drugs, especially cocaine, from 
South America to tire United 
States 

Hie tribunal said the num¬ 
bers indicate Hernandez won 
last weekend's election over 
leftist Xiomara Castro of the 
leftist Libre pally 

Figures from £1 5 percent 
of polling stations give Her¬ 
nandez 35.33 percent tD 
Xiomara Castro's 29.14 per¬ 
cent. 

But. Castro's campaign ac¬ 
cuses the Supreme Electoral 
Tribunal of manipulating 19 
percent of the votes to favor 
Hernandez and plans to call 
massive street protests over the 
alleged fraud 

European Union and Or¬ 
ganization of American States 
observers called the voting 
process transparent and non- 
problem atic. 

Hie governments of 
Colombia, Guatemala, 

Panama and Costa Rica con¬ 
gratulated Hernandez 

Nicaragua's leftist President. 
Daniel Gil eg a also recognized 
Hernandez as the winner. 

The election s winner will 
inherit a country of S.5 million 
people with 71 percent of the 


Dominican 
Republic 
recalls 
ambassador 
in migration 
spat with Haiti 

SANTO DOMINGO (AFP) - 
The Dominican Republic has 
recalled its ambassador to 
Haiti for consultations and sus¬ 
pended a bilateral dialogue in 
a dispute over Us stripping cit¬ 
izenship rights of Dominicans 
of Haitian descent, the foreign 
ministry said. 

A regional body called Can- 
corn, or the Caribbean Com¬ 
munity suspended the 
Dominican Republic's applica¬ 
tion to j om it earlier tins week, 
and Ham voted in favor of that 
decision. 

In late September, the Con¬ 
stitutional Court of the Do¬ 
minican Republic stripped 
citizenship from more than 
250,000 Dominican-bom off¬ 
spring o f un d o eumente d 
Haitians. This leaves them in 
effect country-less 

Can com said it was acting 
until the Dominican Republic 
took measures to resolve the 
conflict with Haiti 

A bilateral dialogue over the 
dispute is now suspended, the 
statement added. A meeting 
mediated by Venezuela had 
been planned for tins coming 
Saturday. 


population living in poverty 
and a soaring homicide rate of 
30 murders p er day. 

Zelaya was elected Hon¬ 
duran president as a PL candi¬ 
date in 3005. 

But when he moved to the 
political left and tried to re¬ 
form die constitution, the mil¬ 
itary abruptly deposed him 
with support from Congress 
and die Supreme Court. 


LONDON (AFP) - A British 
IT worker has launched a fran¬ 
tic search of a landfill site after 
realising he accidentally threw 
away a computer drive holding 
$7.5 million (5.5 million 
euros) in the online currency 
bite om 

James Howells, 33, ob¬ 
tained 7,500 bitcoms in 2009 
when the currency was virtu¬ 
ally worthless. Its value has 
since soared, with a single bit- 
corn Interng $ 1,0 DO for the first, 
time on Tuesday. 

Howells left, the hard drive 
m a drawer for several years, 
and threw it away earlier tins 
year without a second thought 

To Ins horror, he then re¬ 
alised what, it had contained -- 
and that he would be a million¬ 
aire, if he could only find it 


He now faces the prospect 
of a painstaking hunt through 
a massive landfill site in his 
home city of Newport, Wales, 
he told BBC television on 
Thursday 

" When I went to the tip the 
manager took me up to the cur¬ 
rent landfill ate and when I 
saw it — it's ab out the size o f a 
football field — my first 
thought was 'no chance'," he 
said. 

"The manager explained 
that things that were sent to 
landfill three or four months 
ago could be three to five feet 
(1.5 metres) deep 

"He confirmed my worst 
fears when he said that." 

Large-scale searches of the 
landfill site -- including those 
for police evidence -- usually 


involve up to 20 workers with 
digging equipment and dogs, 
he added. 

He told tire BBC he forgot 
about the bitcorn stash because 
he was * distracted by family 
life and moving house" 

Tire hard drive was thrown 
o ut b stween mid - Jim e Bird Au - 
gust, he believes. 

He lias checked all of his 
back-up files without success. 

Launched in 20 09 as the in¬ 
vention of a mysterious com¬ 
puter guru who goes by the 
p s eu do nym S ato shi 

Nakamoto, bit coins can be ex¬ 
changed online for real money 
or used to buy goods and serv¬ 
ices on the Internet. 

Hie currency is not regu¬ 
lated by any government. 
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New, aggressive HiV strain 
causes AiDS faster 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) - A 
new and more aggressive 
strain of HIV discovered m 
West Africa causes signifi¬ 
cantly faster progression to 
AIDS, researchers at Sweden's 
Lund University said Thurs¬ 
day. 

The new strain of the virus 
that causes AIDS, called 
A3/03, is a fusion of the two 
most common HIV strains in 
Guinea-Bissau It has so far 
only been found in West 
Africa 

"Individuals who are in¬ 
fected with the new recombi¬ 
nant form develop AIDS 
within five years, and that's 
about two to two-and-a-half 
years faster than Dne of the 
parent (strains), “ said Angelica 
Palm, one of the scientists re¬ 
sponsible for the study based 
on a long-term follow-up of 
HIV-positive people in 
Guinea-Bissau 

Recombinant virus strains 
originate when a person is in¬ 
fected by two different strains, 
whose DNA Rise to create a 
new form. 

"There have been some 
studies that indicate that when¬ 
ever there is a SD-called recom¬ 
binant, it seems to be more 
competent or aggressive than 
the parental strains," said Palm 
of the study published m the 
Journal of Infectious Diseases. 

The strain was first discov¬ 
ered by the Swedish team m 
Guinea-Bissau in 2011. 

According to researchers, 
the speed with which A3/02 
leads to people falling ill from 
AIDS does not impact oil the 
effectiveness of medication on 
infected individuals. 

"The good news is that as 
far as we know the medicines 
that are available today are 
equally functional on ail differ¬ 
ent subtypes of van ants," Palm 
said. 

The study warns that such 
recombinants may be spread¬ 
ing fast, especially in regions 



with high levels of immigra¬ 
tion, such as Europe or the 
United States. 

" It is highly likely that there 
are a large number of circulat¬ 


ing recombinants of winch we 
know little or no dung," said 
Patnk Medstrand, professor of 
clinical virology at Lund Uni¬ 
versity. 

Some 35 3 million people 
around the world are living 
with HIV, winch destroys the 
immune system and has 
caused more than 35 million 
deaths since AIDS first 
emerged m the early 1930s, ac¬ 
cording to the World Health 
Organisation 

Existing treatments help in¬ 
fected people live longer, 
healthier lives by delaying and 
subduing symptoms, but do 
not cure AIDS. Many people 
in poor communities do not 
have access to the life-giving 
drugs, aud there is no vaccine 


Amish Girl With Leukemia, 
Family Flees US to Avoid 
Chemotherapy 



CHICAGO - A 10-year-old Amish girl with leukemia and 
her parents have left the country to seek alternatives to 
chemotherapy, according to the family's attorney. Sarah 
Hershberger and her parents oppose chemotherapy, and 
have been fighting the Akron Childrens Hospital in court 
after the family stopped Sarah's treatment. Her parents 
said the treatments have caused their daughter a great 
deal of pain, and they'd rather focus on herbal and nat¬ 
ural remedies. Ohio Hospital Can Force Chemo on 
Amish Girl, Court Says. Hospital officials declined to 
comment on Sarah's case or whether they would seek 
further legal action. Law enforcement officials said at 
this point there was no formal search for the girl. 


Qatar reports three camel 
MERS infections 



DOHA (AFP) - Qatar said an 
Thursday that three camels 
have b een found infected with 
the MERS coronavirus, in the 
first case of animals contract¬ 
ing die SARS -like virus in the 
Gulf state. 

The camels were found in 
the same barn, and had been in 
contact with two humans who 
fully recovered from the Mid¬ 
dle East Respiratory Syn¬ 
drome, said the country's 
Supreme Council a £ Health 

It was die second reported 
case of animals infected with 
MERS after Saudi Arabia an¬ 
na unce d a camel had tested 
positive for the virus tins 
month 

The World Health Organi¬ 
sation says it has been in¬ 
formed of IdO 

lab oratory-confirmed cases of 
infection worldwide since Sep¬ 
tember last year, including fiS 
deaths 


Saudi Arabia is the worst 
affected country, accounting 
for 55 deaths. 

Experts are struggling to 
understand the MERS virus, 
for which there is no vaccine. 

It is considered a deadlier 
but less-transmissible cousin 
of the SARS virus that erupted 
in Asia in 3003 and infected 
S,273 people, nine percent of 
whom died. 

In August resear chers 
pointed to Arabian camels as 
possible hosts of the vims, 
which has hit hardest in the 
desert kingdom 

Like SARS, MERS appears 
to cause a lung infection, with 
patients suffering from a tem¬ 
perature, cough and breathing 
difficulty. 

But it differs in that it also 
causes rapid kidney failure and 
the extremely high death rate 
has caused serious concern. 
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Justin 
Bieber in 
Australia 
graffiti 
row 



SYDNEY (AFP) - Teen heart- 
throb Justin Bieber was Thurs¬ 
day told tD clean up his mess 
after the pop star was accused 
of' spraying graffiti on an Aus¬ 
tralian hotel wall 

Furious Gold Coast mayor 
Tom Tate said the Canadian 
had been disrespectful and "re¬ 
ally, really silly", and sent a 
graffiti removal kit to the ex¬ 
clusive QT Hotel at Surfers 
Paradise so he could repair the 
damage 

Bieber's handiwork includes 
a Pacman ghost and other flu¬ 
orescent cartoon characters, re¬ 
portedly painted in the early 
hours of Wednesday after the 
star's sell-out Brisbane show 

Pictures of the graffiti were 
posted online, including on In¬ 
st agrasn, with reports saying 
Bieber and Ins entourage left 
the cans of spray paint behind 
for staff to clean up. 

Comments oil the Instagram 
page were largely negative, 
with one saying: "Celebrities 
should not be above the law 
He needs to grow up." 

It is the second recent 
ruckus involving the singer 
and graffiti, with police in Rid 
de Janeiro investigating him 
earlier tins month for alleged 
unauthorised wall tagging 




ret MHO. ITS 

MAdltte tiff 8 CATCH** 
rr cHWCOLOti simser 


TUIr HISTORIC 

LOCAL CRtTUfif 



Thanksgiving Day Celebration 



NEW YORK - (AFP) A view of trie Sprout Network float 
during the Sprout and friends at trie 24-hour preschool 
network's Thanksgiving Day Parade Party at Warwick 
Hotel. 



Atmosphere at trie 87th Annual Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade 



NEW YORK - (AFP) The Enchanting World of Lindt Choco- 
late Flo at featuring the Goo Goo Dolls in the 87th Annual 
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade 



NEW YORK (AFP) -The 87th Annual Macy's Thanksgiving 
Day Parade yesterday. 
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Google breaches Dutch privacy 
laws: watchdog 



THE HAGUE (AFP) - US In¬ 
ternet giant Google is in breach 
of Dutch privacy laws and will 
have to change the way it op cr¬ 
ates, the Dutch privacy watch¬ 
dog said on Thursday 
following a seven-month 
probe 

"Google's combined use of 
personal details since revising 
its privacy policy in 2012 is m 
breach of the Law on the Pro¬ 
tection of Personal Informa¬ 
tion,* the Dutch Data 
Protection Authority (CBP) 
said m a statement 

"Google links personal de¬ 
tails of Internet users gleaned 


through different Google serv¬ 
ices without informing users 
and without asking their per¬ 
mission/ sad tlie Hague- 
based CEP which advises 
govemm ent on pnv acy 1 e gi si a- 
tion 

It invited Google to attend a 
meeting to discuss its con¬ 
cerns. 

The CBP released a 1 DO - 
page report on Thursday after 
a seven-month investigation, 
saying that Google's use of 
"tracking cookies" without 
clearly informing users — or 
giving them a option to refuse 
— was breaking the Dutch data 


protection act. 

“Everything you do on the 
Internet allows Google to com¬ 
pile a personal profile by plac¬ 
ing cookies... and without 
permission you are not allowed 
to da that," CBP chairman 
Jacob Kohnstamm told the 
NOS public broadcaster 

“You have to ask users (be¬ 
fore using cookies) — that's 
what the law says and that's 
what we say as well," he added. 

Go o gl e l s b emg inves ti gated 
by privacy authorities in 
Britain, France, Germany, Italy, 
Netherlands and Spam, the 
CBP added. 

Failing to heed advice on 
privacy laws in various coun¬ 
tries could result in fines, 
Kohnstamm warned 

A Google official told NOS 
its privacy policy did respect 
European legislation, adding 
tire company would remain in 
talks with the CBP to solve the 
issue 


Brazil auctions shale, natural gas 
blocks 


RiO DE JANEIRO (AFP) - 
Brazil awarded 72 onshore nat¬ 
ural gas and shale gas explo¬ 
ration blocks Thursday in a 
controversial auction marked by 
complaints from environmen¬ 
talists about a lad: of regulation 

The National Petroleum 
Agency, or ANF| said in a state¬ 
ment that the auction generated 
$72 million in revenue, award¬ 
ing 72 of the 24 D concessions 
on offer 

Forty-nine blocks were 

matched by state-run oil giant 


Petrohras either alone or asp ait 
of a consortium 

An ANP spokeswoman said 
four of the 11 foreign compa- 
me s that to ok p art in die aucb on 
were awarded blocks France's 
GDF Suez, Colombia's Petro- 
mmerales, Panama's Trayecto- 
na Gil & Gas and Geo Park 
from Bermudas. 

ANP head Magda Chambn- 
ard stressed that die licensing 
round aimed to "sow the cul¬ 
ture' 1 of natural gas drilling in 
Brazil. 


Blocks on offer covered 
163,343 s quar e kil ometers 
(65,0DO square miles) in the 
states o f Amazonas, Acre, 
Alagoas, Bahta Goiaa, Maran- 
hao, Mato Grosso, Parana, 
Piaui, Sao Paulo, Sergipe and 
Tocantins. 

The sale, initially planned for 
two days, marked die dnrd 
round of energy auctions tins 
year m Brazil, which in 2007 
discovered huge so-called pre- 
salt oil reserves deep below the 
Atlantic Ocean, bedrock and 
hot salt beds. 


VIENNA (AFP) - Vienna's new 
baby panda will be named Fu 
Gao, or Happy Leopard in 
Mandarin, the city's Schoen- 
brunn Zoo announced on 
Thursday, three months after 
he was bom. The tiny furball 
caused a sensation when he 
was born on August 14, giv¬ 
ing the zoo its third panda 
birth in six years* Schoen- 
brun is the only zoo in Eu¬ 
rope where pandas -- 
notoriously picky partners -have reproduced naturally, without artificial insemination. 
Mother Yang Yang and father Long Hui had a first cub in 2007, later nam ed Fu Long, or 
Happy Dragon in Chinese, His brother Fu Hu - Happy Tiger --followed exactly three 
years later on August 23, 2010. Both cubs have been returned to China, which only 
lends pandas to foreign zoos and claims ownership of any cubs bom abroad. 



Comet Ison destroyed 
in Sun passage 



LONDON - Telescopes saw 
tiie giant ball of ice and dust 
disapp ear behind the star, but 
only a dull streamer emerge. 

Astronomers continued to 
search for the object, but it 
eventually became clear that 
tiie much vaunted “Comet of 
tiie Century" had gone out 
with a whimper. 

Despite its great size, Ison 
was probably tom apart in the 
immense heat and tidal forces 
so close to the Sun. 

Hie European Space 
Agency's experts on the Soho 
Sun-watching satellite called 
the death of die comet at about 
21:30 GMT. 

Ison had captivated sky- 
watchers with its promise ever 
since it was discovery by Vi- 
tali Nevski and Artyom No vi¬ 
dian ok in 2012. 

A "fresh”', 2km-wide object 
flung in towards the inner 
Solar System from its home 
far beyond tiie outer planet 
N ep tune, 1 1 was h op e d it ini gilt 
produce a brilliant tail that 
w r ould arc across the night sky. 


perhaps for weeks 

And, as it gat closer and 
closer to the Sun, its ices did 
indeed begin to vaporise, re¬ 
leasing dust tfiat shimmered in 
a distinctive trading stream 
But from early on, it was 
clear Ison was unlikely to be 
spectacular - ; it was just not 
brightening in the way experi¬ 
enced comet watchers had an¬ 
ticipated. 

Tins led scientists to fear for 
its survival when it eventually 
grazed past the star at a dis¬ 
tance of just 1.2 million km at 
IS 35 GMT on Thursday 
Passing close to the Sun, 
Ison would have been sub¬ 
jected to temperatures over 
2.D0QC. And the immense 
gravity of the star would also 
have pulled and squeezed on 
the object as it tumbled end 
over end 

All the evidence suggests 
Ison's nucleus was torn apart 
in the dose pass, in the same 
way that Comet Lovejoy - a 
previous hopeful m 2011 - was 
disrupted. 



RUSSIAN FEDERATION, STAR CITY (AFP): An operator 
demonstrates SAR-401 advanced anthropomorphic 
robot at the Gagarin Cosmonauts' Training Centre in Star 
City centre outside Moscow, on Wednesday. Russia is 
working on its own version of NASA's Robonaut with a 
machine called SAR-400 that's due to reach the Interna¬ 
tional Space Station by 2014. 
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THE MORNING NEWS / fina nce & economy 

WTO says 'breakthrough' in 
trade talks with customs accord 



Dutch shrimp firm and 
EU market leader 
fined €27m for cartel 
forming 


THE HAGUE - Three Dutch 
and one Genii an shrimp pro¬ 
cessing firms have ben fined a 
total €2S 7m for cartel form¬ 
ing, with the biggest fine - 
€27m - going to Help]a eg. 

The European Commission 
investigation found the compa¬ 
nies had for years fixed the 
prices of North Sea shrimps, 
leading tD too-high prices for 
consumers 

In a statement, competition 
commissioner Joaquin Alinu- 
ma said It is astonishing to 
see m what kind Df detail 
North Sea shrimp traders in 


their frequent contacts with 
each other discussed commer¬ 
cially sensitive information 
concerning their business 

'And it is even more astonish¬ 
ing taking into account die sec¬ 
tor had already received a clear 
warning via die previous con¬ 
viction of some traders by die 
Dutch competition authority.' 

Between them, the four 
firms controlled some 80% of 
the European North Sea 
shrimp market. Heiploeg, 
based in the small town of 
Zautkamp in Groningen, is 
Europ ean market leader. 


GENEVA (AFP) - The World 
Trade Organisation said Thurs¬ 
day that negotiators have made 
a breakthrough m talks to¬ 
wards a major trade deal, just 
two days after the agency's 
chief signaled a stalemate 

Diplomats in Geneva have 
secured agreement on a key 
sticking point of a trade pack¬ 
age to he put to ministers at a 
crunch summit next week: 
trade facilitation, which in¬ 
volves simplifying customs 
procedures to make commerce 
smoother 

It is one Df the elements 
making up an overall trade 
package to be examined during 
the December 3-d ministerial 
meeting at the Indonesian is¬ 
land of Bali 

But the WTO's 159 member 
states had until now been un¬ 
able to bridge their differences 
on the subject, including over 
the delay developing countries 


would get to fall m line, and 
the support, they would get 
from donors to do so 

On Thursday however, the 
WTO said there had been a 
"breakthrough on a key section 
Df the Bali package", with the 
world's poorest countries to be 
given extra flexibility to im¬ 
plement the new rules under 
discussion. 

“Because of tins progress 
we will arrive in Bali with bet¬ 
ter momentum and a positive 
spirit, 1 WTO chief Roberto 
Azeveda said in the statement. 

The Bali meeting is seen as 
perhaps the last chance to re¬ 
vive the WTO's" Doha Round" 
of talks for a global trade lib¬ 
eralisation deal, estimated by 
Azeveda to be worth a trillion 
dollars 

Launched in 20Dl at a sum¬ 
mit in Qatar, the talks have 
foundered over deep-set dis¬ 
agreements between develop- 


Employers worried 
about new sick pay 
rules for flexible 
workers 


Brazil mining giant Vale to 
pay govt 7 .1 bn euros in 
tax amnesty 


THE HAGUE - Employers are 
extremely worried about new 
laws on sick pay aimed at giv¬ 
ing more rights to people on 
flexible contracts, says staffing 
agency association ABU 

Companies which employ 
large numbers of people on 
flexible contracts are worried 
they will be saddled with large 
bills if their temporary staff be¬ 
came ill 

While companies which em¬ 
ploy staff through an agency 
will not. have to foot the bill, 
employers who employ tempo¬ 
rary staff directly, or have staff 
on zero hour contracts, may be 
liable, ABU says. 

The new legislation, which 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 


will be back-dated to January 
2012, will require employers to 
pay temporary staff sick pay for 
two years, followed by a maxi¬ 
mum eight years in further ben¬ 
efits 

Employers' organisations had 
campaigned hard against die 
new rules ABU says employers 
will now be less likely to take 
on alder temporary staffer peo¬ 
ple with a poor health record. 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) - 
Brazilian mining giant Vale said 
late Wednesday it had accepted 
a tax amnesty offer from the 
government that mil see it pay 
the state the equivalent of 7.1 
billion euros. 

Tlie world's largest miner of 
iron ore said in a statement that 
the payout will affect its 2013 
net earnings to the tune of <5.£5 
billion euros. 

The government had sad the 
company owed twice as much 
m taxes, interest and penalties 

The accord covers the period 
running from 2003 to 2D12. 

Vale will make the p ay out in 
phases. 
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NEW YORK - Bitcoins, which exist as software and aren’t 
regulated by any country or banking authority, surged to 
a record $1,073 today, up more than 80-fold from a year 
eartier. The currency has rallied on growing interest from 
investors in China and the U.S., while merchants are 
starting to accept Biteoins for everything from Gummi 
bears to tuition fees. The virtual currency gained credi¬ 
bility this month after law enforcement and securities 
agencies said in U.S. Senate heatings that Bitcoin could 
be a legitimate means of exchange. 


Its managing director Munlo 
Ferreira said the company will 
be able to pay just from its reg¬ 
ular cash flow, without going 
into additional debt, and share¬ 
holders will get a dividend as 
scheduled 

No deal 'so 
far' with 
Ukraine at 
EU summit: 
Lithuania 

VILNIUS (AFP) - European 
Union leaders failed tD con¬ 
vince Ukraine to sign a land¬ 
mark political and trade deal 
on the first day of a two-day 
EU summit, Lithuania's Presi¬ 
dent Dali a Giybauskaite told 
AFP Thursday 

She said that at talks with 
Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanuokovych, EU “ arguments 
did not. reach Ukraine presi¬ 
dent's ear and mind So far' we 
see that positions have not. 
changed" 

The Ukrainian leader is due 
to meet both German Chancel¬ 
lor Angela Merkel and French 
President Francois Hall an de 
before the two-day summit 
winds up Today 

It seemed that there was 
confusion between the benefits 
of EU free trade agrement and 
concrete economic situation 
that is currently in Ukraine. 


mg countries and developed 
countries on tariff and subsi¬ 
dies cuts 

Negotiators had long ruled 
out the chances of making any 
major progress in the Doha 
Round during the upcoming 
Bali meeting 

They have instead extracted 
parts of the Doha package, m 
tlie hopes that agreement on 
these smaller portions could 
then lend momentum for the 
wider Doha deal to he reached. 

The package to be presented 
at Bali is made up of these ex¬ 
tracted texts. 

WTO rules require deals to 
be unanimous, and the Doha 
impasse has led many mem¬ 
bers to shift focus to negotiat¬ 
ing deals such as tlie 
Trans-Pacific Partnership or a 
US-EU accord. 

But such regional deals tend 
tD involve richer countries, 
sidelining the poorest nations 

World's 
oldest bank 
to be 

'profoundly 
different' by 
2017 

MILAN (AFP) - The board of 
troubled Italian lender Monte 
dei Pas chi di Siena -- the 
world's oldest bank -- Thurs¬ 
day approved a restructuring 
plan which it said will create a 
"profoundly different" bank by 
2017. 

The plan, which includes 
significant job and branch cuts 
and the sale of small sub¬ 
sidiaries, had been given the 
green light oil Wednesday by 
the European Commission 

Tlie scheme envisages a 
drop in tlie number of brandies 
from 2,750 m 3012 to 2,2 DO by 
2017 and the number of em¬ 
ployees is expected to be cut 
from 31,000 at the end of 20II 
to 23,000 by the end of the pe¬ 
riod. 

The lender also hopes to 
boost its internet use, increas¬ 
ing the number of web cus¬ 
tomers from a current 1.0 
percent to 10 percent, it said m 
a statement 

Tlie bank said it aimed to cut 
costs by 713 million euros 
($969 million) from 2012, and 
is aiming for a net profit of 900 
million euros in 2017, 

It confirmed borrowed funds 
would be repaid to the Euro¬ 
pean Central Bank by the 
deadline in 2015 
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PICKLES 



MICS 



AuL, CWON, GRAMMA. 

rf'S'TUE 
automatic kjup 

WtlFRfc N^Oii RIPE 
'THROUGH tT EM^lPt 
1UECAJ? 


GRAMMA 

S1LW PHl>^rA A06gT 
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CAR WASHED 



seesnJ i 
oreM her wiurow 
(^ETiME PUREK& A 
CAR WASH, AW-SHE 
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FOK&ET IT, 



MOMMA 
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FREE Coverage on our website: 

a wn.tiBm ornlnpie* itn..ss.[or 


ACROSS 
1 Double- 
decker 
transport 
4Teapot 
Openings 
10 Little 
brother, 
c.g. 

it Disney’s 


Montana" 

12 Domesti¬ 
cated 

13 Make 
certain 

14 Aspiring 
actress 

16 _Lanka 

17 Head 


motion 

IS Submis¬ 
sive 

lOGIen 

21 Pirate 
captain 

22 Trust 

23 Prolonged 
conflict 

24 Broad 
street 
(abbr.) 

25 Show 
about the 
Cart¬ 
wrights 

29 "Grey’s 
Anatomy" 
figure 

31 Christmas 


song 

132 Storage 
sites ' 

33 Allergy 
sufferer’s 
irritant 

34 Change 
one's 
chair 

35 Army 
insect 

DOWN 

t Overpower 

2 Sch. for 
officers 

3 Severely 

4 Started 
aside 
suddenly 

5 Breathe 
quickly 



s Switch 
positions 
7 Fresh 
3 Surfaced a 
road 
9 1921 

Valentino 
film, with 
“The" 

to Two make 
a qb 

15 Reaction 
to an IM 
joke 

IS Actress 
Rich¬ 
ardson 

19 Direct 
one’s 
effort to a 
cause 

20 Votes in 

21 Topeka’s 
sb 

22 Speeder’s 
downfall 

23 Most 
unsatis¬ 
factory 

25_Raton, 

Florida 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Nov. 23 - Nov. 30 


O’stad : * B otic a Trupiaal 1 - S.N: ‘San Nicolas* 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tei.580-2fl40j'Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N, 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 30S 

Telephone Helptine 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Frt.-Sun, 9 p.m,-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer's Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horaao Oduber Hospital 

Tel .5274000 

EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HOGS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116,502-1604 

532-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel, 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Af Aft on Meeting* 

Mondays $-7 pm 

Sabana Liter E In Noord 

Tel: 567335$ /53389B& 


Sudokt# 



26 “Thing" 


word 


27 Enthu¬ 


siasm 
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28 Height 
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(abbr.) 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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5 Burgers Aruba: Now your best breakfast bargain! 



Delicious Breakfast 


-- A favorite stop for a great 
burger for lunch or dinner has 
just expanded their hours and 
menu to offer some o f the b est 
breakfast bargains to be found 
in Palm Beach. Owners Aaron 
and Rosie Wall sever are living 
their dream: a home on para¬ 
dise while welcoming all and 


sundry to their proud un¬ 
dertaking, 5 Burgers 
Aruba Tire couple's fa¬ 
natical dedication to giv¬ 
ing their customers what 
they really want has re¬ 
sulted m a unique menu 
from an internationally 
known franchise with a 
“ 5", which now includes 
breakfast. 

"You never get a sec¬ 
ond chance to make a 
first impression," be¬ 
lieves Aaron Upon en¬ 
tering 5 Burgers Aruba 
m The Village Mall in 
Palm Beach, one is 
struck by utterly sp otless 
surroundings and a smil¬ 
ing, friendly, attentive 
service crew. Of course, 
the mam item on the menu is 
burgers-tlie way they were 
meant to be. thick and juicy, 
made fresh daily and 1D0% 
pure beef the kind that made 
the hamburger a traditional 
American tr eat. 

However, beginning at 7 
am, patrons can now order 2 


eggs any style, (omelets with 3 
fillings are $7 99) toast and 
coffee with unlimited refills 
for the special introductory 
price of only S3.99, or All-you 
can-eat pancakes for $6 99 1 A 
new plate called the 11 Home 
Run" comes with 2 eggs, 
bacon or sausage, 2 pancakes, 
toast & home fries - for only 
19.99! Best of all - unlimited 
coffee or tea - that is, refillable 
and never ending is only I 79! 
Breakfast is served fr om Sam 
until noon. Famous for their 
fires made from fresh potatoes, 
Aaron has been working for 
months on devising the most 
irresistible home fires recipe, 
chunky and tender with skins 
still on. after much testing and 
tasting, he got die thumbs up 
from Ins harshest critic, Rosie, 
so tins is another treat you 
have to try. 

A glance at their burger 
menu will certainly tempt you 
to return for lunch or dinner, to 
sample their famous specialty 
items such as the Gouda, 
Fanner's or Man Burger fal- 



most 12 ounces of choice 
beef), and a Western Burger 
with Aarons' secret-recipe 
crispy omon rings All of these 
can be personalized with an in¬ 
credible array of toppings, 
(mushrooms, jala-peno pep¬ 
pers, bacon, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato whatever, the list 
goes on) at absolutely no extra 
cost 

5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS* Aaron suggests 
that, even their small serving of 
fries is enough to be shared by 


two. He was very amused to 
watch a famous French chef 
demonstrating die best way to 
make fried potatoes on a gour¬ 
met cooking show and could 
only comment "He stole my 
recipe*" 

Try them the English way- 
with vinegar, and you'll won¬ 
der how you ever ate fries 
without it. Tins same 5-star 
chef also swears by Gouda as 
the best topping for the ideal 
gourmet cheeseburger. 

5 Burgers is now open 
early until 10-ish at night; 
delivery is available to both 
the high-rise and low-rise 
hotel and beach district at 
now extra cost for orders 
nvei $50. Enjoy a great lunch 
without ever leaving the 
beach by calling 586-3904, 
However, we suggest you stop 
by and enjoy their authentic, 
h e artfelt ho sp itality, it is not 
unusual for either owner to sit. 
and chat, sharing their knowl¬ 
edge of the island while mak¬ 
ing sure patrons are happy with 
their meal. 



■oast Aruba: This is tha 


— Management of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island's newest and 
most innovative gated com¬ 
munity, reports that sales have 
been very good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking to 
purchase vac ah on homes have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value. 
Director of Sales, Fito Croes 
has noticed a surprising per¬ 
centage of owners in reality do 
not spend a great amount of 
time personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking 
advantage of Gold Coast's 
rental services to turn their in¬ 
vestment into ready income 
“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home 11 in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
moiltlis, or spend holidays 
with the family on the island," 
he remarked, “but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba. They really study the 
IiistDiy and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations Gold Coast is 
in the heart of Malmok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba's most exclu¬ 
sive community where the 
value of properties has only in¬ 
creased over time It is only 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 
away, we are very pleased by 


the response to our concept 11 

Fito, with Ins sister Mavrin 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty' years. "Gold 
Coast Aruba is the jewel m our 
crown," observes Fito “We 
were very excited about tins 
project and the scope of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenities. We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they "would really 
want m a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there." 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who her/e dreamed of 
th err o wn ha me in Arub a con¬ 
tributed to the realization of 
G ol d Co ast Arub a whi eh wh en 
complete ’will he a community 


of 2d0 town homes, villas and 
condominiums with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
p do] areas , The Clubhouse is 
about tD start construction and 
will offer to the community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
tennis courts, full service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex- 
p ected to b e complete by early 
2D 13 It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, p articulariy tha se taking 
advantage of tire on site man¬ 
agement's rental services pro¬ 
gram. There is always a great 
demand for Aruba and facili¬ 


ties such as those at Gold 
Coast, make it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

Tie design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, airy and spacious, taking 
full advantage of the island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
available Partnering with two 
of Aruba's top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers 
to individualize their homes 
An elegant and clue furniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners in 
finishing the decor to their 
specific tastes 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property, not the 


least is the future value of the 
investment To further en¬ 
hance this. Gold Coast man¬ 
agement have inaugurated a 
number of in-house sendees 
and have recently become af¬ 
filiated Interval International, 
the world's largest network of 
vacation ownership properties 
which provides an unlimited 
intern atianal p ool o f investars 
to tap for ownership and rental 
prospects. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desb - 
nation is also available 
through the Interval Interna¬ 
tional affiliation Gold Coast's 
own rental services have also 
proven highly successful in as¬ 
sisting owners in renting their 
villas; 24-hour security and 
maintenance services also tip 
the scales when it is time to 
make a decision. Aside from 
all this, housekeeping, child 
care, catering services , car 
rental through its partnership 
with AVIS cai' rental are also 
available as well as pre-shop¬ 
ping services so cupboards 
and refrigerators are stocked 
upon arrival, which can also 
be arranged through then 
property management depart¬ 
ment Personnel are also avail¬ 
able to assist in arranging 
restaurant reservations and is¬ 
land activities 

Visit theft web ate: www. 
goldcoastaruha.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 586-2200 to arrange a 
p er sonal tour, 
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Football: Spurs win to ease 
pressure on Villas-Boas 



PARIS (AFP) - Tottenham 
Hotspur won 2-0 against 
Trornso in the bitter chill of 
Norway on Thursday to seal 
first place m Euro pa League 
Group K and ease a little of the 
pressure on manager Andre 
Villas-Boas. 

Reports in England in recent 
days suggest that the Por¬ 
tuguese is hanging on to Ins 
job after last Sunday's (5-0 
hammering by Manchester 
City in the Premier League, 
and another substandard per¬ 
formance on the trip north of 
the Arctic Circle would have 
done him few favours, even if 
Spurs were already through to 
the last 32 before this game. 

Michael Dawson and 
Roberto Sol dado were the only 
two players to keep their place 
m the team from the Manches- 
ter City deb ade, and the much- 
changed Spurs side had to wait 
until the second half before fi¬ 
nally breaking down a team 
who were recently relegated to 
the Norwegian second her 

The opener oil the artificial 
pitch at the Alfheim Stadion 
did not. come until the 6 3rd 
minute, when Adrian Causevic 
turned the ball into ins own net 
under pressure from Vlad 
Chinches, and the London 
club doubled their advantage 
when Gylfi Sigurdsson set up 
Mousa Dembele to fire home 
from 12 yards with 14 minutes 
remaining 

Dembele struck the post 
soon after but the 3-0 scareline 
was enough to maintain Tot¬ 
tenham's perfect record in 
Group K and boost confidence 
ahead of Sunday's Premier 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) - 
Rio Games Organisers said 
Thursday they and intern a- 
ti onal Olympi c fe der ah on s 
have signed off a venue master 
plan 

In a statement organisers 
said a two-day eighth IOC 
Project Review had concluded 



League clash with Manchester 
United 

Meanwhile, Swansea City 
were unable to get the point 
that would have clinched their 
qualification from Group A as 
they lost 1-D at home to al¬ 
ready- qu all fi e d Val ena a, D am 
Parejo scoring the only goal of 
tire game in the first hail 
However, Swansea were left 
to rue an erroneous decision by 
tire officials to dr sallow an Al¬ 
varo Vazquez effort before the 
break that would have brought 
tire Welsh side back level 
Kuban Krasnodar' beat St 
Galien 4-0 earlier in the day, 
with the Paraguayan Lorenzo 
Melgarejo scoring twice, and 
the Russians could yet. over¬ 
haul Swansea on the filial day 
There was agony for Eng¬ 
land's o tiier representative 
Wigan Athletic, who saw their 
chances of qualification taken 
out d£ their hands in a 2-1 
home loss to Belgium's Zulte 
Waregemin Group D. 

However, a total of IS clubs 
have now qualified for the last 
32, including Emtracht 


with significant progress" on 
readying the 201 (5 tournament 
tire first to be held in South 
America. 

"We have enjoyed two veiy 
busy and productive days of 
meetings (and) bene fitted from 
the International Olympic 
Committee's expert guidance 
and support," Rio 20lb Presi¬ 
dent Carlos Nuzman said 

"Working hand-in-hand 
with our colleagues from the 
three levels (municipal, state 
and federal) of government, 
we have made important ad¬ 
vances in our project. We are 
proud to have finalized the 
Venue Masterplan in record 
time, 1,000 days ahead of the 
Games 

"Hosting an Olympic and 
Paralympic Games is a hugely 
demanding project, with many 
challenges, but we are firmly 


Frankurt, who secured top spot, 
m Group F with a 1-0 victory 
at Bordeaux. 

French side Dlympique Ly¬ 
onnais, who have endured a 
difficult start to the season, are 
through after recording a nar¬ 
row 1-0 win at home to Span¬ 
ish top-flight strugglers Real 
Bells with Bafetnnbi Ganns 
coming off the bench to scare 
the only goal of the Group I 
game in the second half at the 
Stade de Geriand 

Despite the defeat, Betis are 
aiso through, their superior 
head-to-head record against 
Vitoria Guimaraes - who drew 
0-0 with Rijeka in Croatia - 
guaranteeing them at least sec¬ 
ond spot. 

And Beds's local rivals 
Sevilla are certain to progress 
from Group H despite only 
managing a 1-1 home draw 
with Estoril in Sp ain 

Rubin Kazan of Russia, 
Genk of Belgium, Lazio, 
Anzhi Makhachkala, PAOK 
and AZ Alkmaar also secured 
their berths in the knockout 
stages on Thursday. 

off 201B 


on track and working every 
day with great focus, energy 
and commitment to deliver un¬ 
forgettable Games m 201 fi." 

International Olympic Com¬ 
mittee Sports Director 
Chnstophe Dubi said: 

“Completion of the detailed 
venue master plan two-and-a- 
half years out is an excellent 
result It compares favourably 
with previous editions of the 
Games, which saw adjust¬ 
ments later m the prepara¬ 
tions " 

Tire meeting, also attended 
by Rio 2Glfi Coordination 
Commission Chair Nawal El 
Moutawakel and Brazilian 
Minister for Sport Aldo Re- 
belo, assessed key areas in- 
du ding acc ammo dati o n, 
transport, su stain ability, 
legacy, engagement and com¬ 
munications. 


Olympics: Rio signs 
venue masterplan 





ARLINGTON (AFP) - DeMarco Murray #29 of the Dallas 
Cowboys scores a touchdown against Sic Moore #55 of 
the Oakland Raiders and Jason Hunter #33 of the Oak¬ 
land Raiders during a Thanksgiving Day game at AT&T 
Stadium yesterday. 


GENK (AFP| - Dynamo Kiev's midfielder Serhiy 
Sydorchuk (L| vies with Genk's forward Jelle Vossen |R) 
during the UEFA Europa League football match KRC 
Genk vs FC Dynamo Kyev attheFenix Stadium in Genk 
on November 28, 2013. 
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, CLUB & CASINO 

Eagle Beach 
Tel: 6604251 


If it is a sport we wiTI show it! 


NBA: Thunder sting Spurs to 
snap 11-game win streak 



OKLAHOMA CITY (AFP) - 
Kevin Durant scored 24 points 
and the Oklahoma City Thun¬ 
der mapped S an Antonio's 11 - 
game NBA win streak with a 
94-S3 home victory Wednes¬ 
day over the Spurs. 

Spanish Olympian Serge 
Ibaka scored 13 of Ins 17 
points in the second half to 
help the Thunder remain un¬ 
beaten on their home court this 
season. 

The Thunder improved to 
10-3 with their fifth wm in a 
row and 7-0 at home tins sea¬ 
son, but Oklahoma City still 
trails Portland (13-2) by two 
games in the Northwest divi¬ 
sion 

The Spurs fell to 13-2, still 
2 5 games atop second-piace 
Houston in the Southwest divi¬ 
sion. 
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Thunder reserve Reggie 
Jackson matched a career high 
with 23 pDints on 10-of-14 
shooting. 

French guard Tony Parker 
led the Spurs with Id points 
and seven assists, while Kawhi 
Leonard contributed 14 points, 
10 rebounds and four steals in 
a losing cause 

San Antonio dung to a 53- 
51 lead early in the second half 
when the Thunder ran off eight 
points m a row, a spurt that 


ended with a Durant slam dunk 
off a Pmssell Westbrook steal. 

The Thunder stayed m front 
Sd the finish, although a 9-1 
spurt by the Spurs pulled San 
Antonio within 79-76 on a 
Marco Belmelli jumper. 

Oklahoma City scored 
seven of the next eight points, 
including a 3-point play by 
Durant and the Thunder went 
6-of-.fi at tire free throw line m 
the final £0 seconds to seal the 
triumph 


HOUSTON (AFP)- At¬ 
lanta Hawks sharp¬ 
shooter Kyle Korver, 
one game shy of 
matching the NBA's 
longest streak of 
games with a 3-point 
basket, had his bid for 
history put on hold 
Wednesday. The 32- 
year-old American suf¬ 
fered a lib contusion in 
Tuesday's game 

against Orlando, when 
he went 1-of-6 from 3- 
point range to stretch 
his streak of consecu¬ 
tive games with bas¬ 
kets from beyond the 
arc to 88. That put Ko¬ 
rver one shy of the NBA record streak of 89 set by Dana 
Barros from 1994 to 1996. Korver, who began his streak 
November 4 of last year against the Oklahoma City 
Thunder, missed the H awks 1 trip to Houston for a game 
Wednesday to have treatment, and it is not certain when 
he might return to the lineup. The streak would not end 
with a game missed due to injury, only if Korver plays 
in a game but does not sink a 3-pointer. The Hawks' next 
game is Friday at home against the Dallas Mavericks. 



NBA: LeBron rips 
former club as Heat 
win eighth in a row 



CLEVELAND (AFP) - LeBron 
James scored 2S poults, grabbed 
eight rebounds and passed out 
sight assists against Ins former 
dub Wednesday to spark the 
Miami Heat over the host 
Cleveland Cavaliers 95-34 
James, the reigning NBA 
Most Valuable Player, guided 
the two-time defending NB A 
champions to their eighth vic¬ 
tory in a row as well as 
Mi ami' s ei ghtli c on se cutive 
victory in matchup s against the 
Cavaliers, the home-area club 
James played for until leaving 
for the Heat m 201D. 

Dwyane Wade added 22 
points for tlie Heat, and 
Michael Beasley scored 17 off 
die bench for Miami, winch is 
11-1 overall against Cleveland 
since James joined the Heat 
Dion Waiters scored 24 
points to lead the Cavaliers, 
who have lost four m a row 
and seven of their last eight. 
Kyne Irving scored lfi points 
and Earl Clark netted 13 far 
Cleveland. 

Tire Heat, who have not lost 
since falling to Boston an No¬ 
vember 9, will visit Toronto on 
Today 
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Tashaina Seraus 
marks historic 
bowling performance 



A RUB A 

T HA$HAI\A 

SERAUS 


wwwJscebooK.com/3rubabow 


ORANJESTAD - Aruban ath¬ 
letes continue to mark great 
successes m international tour¬ 
naments Recently, athlete m 
the sport of bowling, Tashama 
Seraus was m the city of' 
Sibiryakin the capital of Kras- 
noyarsky, Siberia, Prussia for 
the AMF World Bowling Cup. 
Aruba was represented by 
Tashaina Seraus and Laurence 
Wilmmg. 

Botlr athletes perfolined ex¬ 
cellently Tashaina surprised 
everyone by winning 6th place 
out of 64 countries She ended 
up being the best feminine 
bowler of the world. Tins is die 
first time in history that Aruba 
lias achieved this much in an 
mt ern ati on al ch ampi a nship. 


Tins was a unique presentation 
by bowling athlete Tashama 
Seraus The Aruban bowling 
federation, AREAS is ex¬ 
tremely proud of their athlete 
Seraus 1 achievement. 

Aruba and The Morning 
Mews are extremely proud of 
Tashama and congratulate her 
for such a magnificent per¬ 
formance and for putting 
Aruba's name high on die map 
as far away as Russia! Good 
going, girl, keep it up? 

QiTDcal Fundatian Lotto pa 
Deporte is proud to continue 
supporting our local athletes 
and local sports on Aruba. 
They are pleased to have again 
supported another successful 
sports presentation. 



Havenstraat 36 : 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884434 


TAj MaIiaI 

Tjs^tc of IhNa 

Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 -10:00 pm 


MOKO RESIDENCE 2 

In Front of Arawa Park 



l o ^ m 

Land 





Lots starting 


Prices are 
excluding houses 
and are based on 
predetermined 
conditions. 
For more info 
please call; 

593-8033 


jose.marin@fcca.com 

AWG 140,- p/m 2 



* Certain conditions are applicable. FCCA reserves the right of approval. 


British kickboxer gets 25 years for US Marine murder 

BANGKOK (AFP) - A Thai court sentenced a British kickboxer to 25 years in prison 
Thursday for the murder of a former US Marine following a bar fight on the island of 
Phuket. Lee Aldhouse's sentence was reduced from life imprisonment because he 
pleaded guilty to stabbing to death 23-year-old Dashawn Longfellow in 2010. The victim 
was in Thailand after sustaining a combat Injury in Afghanistan. A id house, known in 
Phuket by his ring name 'The Pitbull", fled to his home country after the incident and 
become the first British suspect to be extradited to Thailand under a century-old treaty ■ 
Afdhousefled to Britain after Longfellow was stabbed but was arrested upon arrival 
and detained for almost two years while he fought extradition to Thailand. He initially 
denied murder but later changed his piea. Under Thai murder laws, Aidhouse could 
have faced the death penalty. 











































































